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HEAD OF COMMUNITY LIVING BRANT RETIRES
Janet Reansbury walks around the board room at the
Community Living Brant offices pointing to photographs
lining the walls and telling stories.
It was her decision, years ago, to replace lifeless pictures
of the agency’s various buildings with the faces of those
who represent its success.

Janet Reansbury
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People, some of whom had been institutionalized as
children, are shown harnessed to the top of the CN Tower
during a daring “edge walk,” participating in Habitat for
Humanity builds and food drives, at work at Tim Hortons,
managing a pizza place, and reuniting with families
separated for almost a lifetime.
“We’re not about bricks and mortar,” said executive
director Reansbury, who is retiring in May after 44 years at
Community Living Brant. “We’re about people. It’s about
sharing their stories.”
Continue reading on Page 2.

INSPIRING POSSIBILITIES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019
OFFICERS

DIRECTORS

John Farley, President
Marylou Chatland, Past President
Debi Pickering, Vice-President
Scott Hawthorn, Treasurer
Cate Breaugh, Secretary

Rebecca Chapple
Bruce Jones
Darelene Manzer-Hall
Philip Scott
Pam Papez

Congrats!

Community Living Brant welcomes Debbie
Cavers as the new Executive Director.

Thank you to all friends
and family of Community
Living Brant!

Mission
Community Living Brant is committed to providing supports and services to meet the
diverse developmental needs of people within the community.

Vision
Community Living Brant envisions a welcoming, inclusive community where all
are encouraged to reach their full potential.

COMMUNITY LIVING BRANT
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HEAD OF COMMUNITY LIVING BRANT RETIRES CONTINUED
Established in 1954 by a small group of parents
who put an ad in The Expositor to gauge interest
in starting a school for children with a
developmental disability, Community Living
Brant today has a staff of about 270 who provide
varying levels of support to about 500 people
with developmental disabilities in Brantford and
Brant County.
Reansbury was just 22 when she joined the
agency in 1975, inspired by a group of children
she grew up with.
“There were some kids in my class and in my
neighbourhood and they weren’t segregated.
They were part of our lives, not locked away in
an institution.
“But there were lots of people who were kept at
home and hidden or sent away.”
Reansbury has been a catalyst for much change
since five children started attending a school
program in the basement of Immanuel Baptist
Church in 1952, creating what would become
eventually Community Living Brant.
She remembers her first day with the
organization when she was tasked with making a
meal for 20 people at group residence on Bell
Lane.
“On my first shift, I had to call my mother and
ask her how many potatoes to cook.”
Over her long career, Reansbury said she’s
“done everything in this agency.” In the 1970s,
she ran its fruit stand and gas bar in Paris and
the woodworking shop at ARC Industries, which
provided work for those with developmental
disabilities. Reansbury became a supervisor in
the 1980s, helped open a number of group
homes, and in the ’90s was named director of
community services.
Twenty-five years ago, she created the Life
Share program, which arranges for people with
developmental disabilities to live with families in
the community.

“I want the agency to keep
going so that everybody
we support has a good life
and is sharing their gifts
with the world.”

Reansbury, who has been heading Community
Living Brant for the past 15 years, has been part
of the Council on Quality and Leadership,
helping similar organizations “create better lives
for people.” She spent 18 months travelling to
Queen’s Park working on policy that would
assist people on the Ontario Disability Support
Program and other assistance. She was there to
celebrate when, in 2009, Ontario’s last institution
for adults with a developmental disability was
finally closed.
She said she is proud that Community Living
Brant has been a leader – the first in the
province to provide supportive living in the 1970s
and the first to establish a rights committee in
the late 1980s.
Staff at the agency offers people support in their
homes, helps them build relationships, and find
jobs and volunteer work. They have helped
people who were once institutionalized reunite
with their families.
Reansbury has helped shift the attitude of
“knowing what is best for someone else” to
giving people the right to “choose where they
want to live and what kinds of supports they
want.”
“Whether they are able to use words or not, we
learn what journey they want to be on and figure
it out.”
Debbie Cavers, who has been with Community
Living Brant since 2008, most recently as senior
director of quality and organizational
development, will take over as executive director
when Reansbury retires on May 3.
“I decided a year ago it was time,” Reansbury
said. “It’s not that the passion is gone or I’m
growing stale in my ideas. It was just time to
step aside and let her (Cavers) fly.”
She said she plans to spend time doing some of
the other things she loves: yoga, photography,
camping, gardening, and visiting her
grandchildren in Massachusetts. But she’ll stay
connected with the people Community Living
supports, many of whom have become friends.
“I want to thank the people who have received
services for allowing us into their lives, and all
the amazing staff,” she said.
“I want the agency to keep going so that
everybody we support has a good life and is
sharing their gifts with the world.”
- Michelle Ruby, Brantford Expositor, 04/22/19
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In the
Community
"The library is one of my favorite places to be. Last October,
I found out that the library was looking for volunteers and I
applied for the positon online.
It felt like I waited forever, but finally in February I got a call
from the library, asking me to come in for an interview. The
interview was intense but I did really well, and I got to show
them my skills.
I officially started volunteering at the Downtown branch of the
Public library, in the beginning of April, and I love it.
Recently I was featured on their Facebook page, along with
my fellow volunteers.

Justin Piechota

If you see me there, make sure to say hi and maybe I can
help you find the book you’re looking for."

"I love my job... I've been looking for a couple of years with
the help of my employment worker to find the perfect job.
This past September that perfect job came. I am a crossing
guard for the County of Brant in the town of Paris.
I love my job because it gets me outside and breaks up my
day. I find the most important part of my job besides keeping
the kids and everyone who I cross safe is that I get to
interact with all kinds of people. I am a very outgoing person
and get along with everyone. The money I make helps
towards everyday living including my photography hobby."
Emily Kew

Ken Abrey’s 10 Pin Bowling Team have won first place in
their league for the second year in a row.
Ken has been bowling Thursday evenings with this Rubber
League team for well over 20 years.
It is one of his passions. Ken stated, “I’m going to keep
bowling for the rest of my life."

Ken Abrey
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"These are two of the guys I have the pleasure of working
with every Friday at the Brantford Heritage Military Museum."

"On Saturday March 9th, I attended the MCW event “A night at
the Roughhouse”. I invited 6 of my friends to come that night,
so we had a large cheering section. I had VIP seating in the
front row, on the aisle seat that all the wrestlers pass by to
enter the ring. The very best part of the evening was that I got
to go behind the scenes, AND I had the pleasure of walking
the Swole Patrol to the ring for their match!! That was SO
awesome! They WON their match and said I was their lucky
charm! So many people came up to me and told me how lucky
I was to be part of the event. It was an amazing experience.
The other wrestlers came to talk to me that evening too, and
one of them let me know about a wrestling school that teaches
people how to be a wrestler. I decided that week that I wanted
to go to that school to learn more, to train, and I want to BE a
wrestler.

Sarah Orgar

I have already set up my one on one training sessions at the
school, so keep your eye out for me in the future! I just may
win the “Championship Title” someday!"

Karen had an amazing time while enjoying a Caribbean
Christmas Cruise with her Lifeshare Provider.

Karen McCartney

"Since the transition of the Dunn Enterprises, I have become
a very busy lady in my community. I am a member of the
Bellview Senior’s Club where I play bingo every week, I
participate in painting classes throughout the year, and I am
an active volunteer in my community three days of the week.
I feel welcome and appreciated wherever I go. My dream
volunteer job is to spend time with and care for children.
Through someone I know who attended the ABCD
Symposium, I was told about Margot’s Place. They run a
LEAP program on Wednesday mornings and need
childminders. I met with Karen, the Program Coordinator and
got and gave all the information necessary. I am now a
volunteer childminder in their program and am so happy.
This is my best volunteer job ever and I love playing with the
kids."

Vickie Amos
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COMMUNITY
LIVING BRANT
FAMILY GROUP
The Community Living Family Group has been meeting monthly
with conversations on various topics such as advocating for your
children, making connections, Passport Funding, and accessible
technology. In addition to hearing new information from experts,
the group is a great way to connect with other parents and
caregivers to share stories, get support and get information on
upcoming community events and new resources.

Siblings Network
Are you a sibling of someone who has an developmental disability?
We believe that you have a unique perspective on the life and
future of your sibling and family. As you and your sibling grow older,
your relationship may be changing and your role may be evolving.
There is local interest in starting a network for siblings.

Wellness Event
On May 16, 2019, a wellness event was hosted by the
Community Living Brant Family Group to promote wellness to
families. Rebecca Pauls from Vancouver, Director of Planned
Lifetime Advocacy Network, visited to talk with families about
peace of mind and planning for the future.
Other interactive activities promoting wellness were held on the
same day. Participants were able to connect and participate in
the activities while learning about some community resources.
We were joined by:
Markus Schneider from Modo Yoga
PACE facilitator Jacelynn Rose with Tai Chi
Glenhyrst Art Gallery with a pottery activity
Grand River Food Educators for a healthy snack
demonstration
UPCOMING EVENT
June 13, 2019 at 6:30 PM - Join us at 440 Elgin St as ODSP
Brantford Staff Jeff Wickson and Manager Garth Greaves will
be speaking to families about the changes to ODSP.
Stay tuned for more events on www.clbrant.com.
If you would like more information about the Family Group or
the Siblings Network, have an idea for a topic or would like to
get involved in planning the group, please contact Rishia Burke
at rishiaburke@clbrant.com or (519) 756-2662 ext. 215.
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LEARNING IS HAPPENING AT THE EARLYON CHILD
AND FAMILY CENTRE
Our EarlyON Child and Family team works in collaboration
with the City of Brantford, Brant Family and Children’s
Services, Indigenous partners, local School Boards, the City of
Brantford Parks and Recreation plus the Corporation of the
County of Brant Recreation and Public Libraries to achieve
the goals and objectives of the EarlyON Child and Family
Centres Vision.
The team has supported the new Vision by learning additional
skills and opening up new EarlyON drop-in programs in
neighbourhoods within the City of Brantford and the County of
Brant that were underserviced. The new locations that we
have opened up since January 2019 are a second day at Paris
Sacred Heart School, an EarlyON program at Mount Pleasant
Optimist Club and a new site in north Brantford in the fall of
2019. In addition to providing new support programming for
children and families we are also the leader for the Virtual
Resources portfolio which includes providing information for
our EarlyON partners on the new website for
parents/caregivers with young children. We also manage the
Educator Database to support the recruitment of Early
Childhood Educators in the early year’s profession. Our team
also promotes a variety of weekly events via Facebook which
has 600 followers.
In addition to providing new EarlyON programs in
neighbourhoods throughout Brant, we also work with the City
of Brantford Parks and Recreation Department and the
Corporation of the County of Brant to offer weekly Pop-up
programming. The Pop-up programming is offered in less
traditional places such as parks and recreation centres. We
have created specialized programming at our EarlyON
locations. Some of the specialized programs have included
Tinker Time, Little Chefs, Sensory Fun and Spring Planting.

30 Bell Ln
Brantford, ON N3T 0C3
(519) 759-3833
www.earlyonbrantfordbrant.ca
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Since we welcomed Bruce Anderson and his Core Gift process to
Community Living Brant, lots has happened. A Core Gift is a
statement about your main calling or direction in life. We all have a
gift to give, and the Core Gift Institute and Bruce Anderson have a
wonderful process of finding out what it is to help folks to focus and
give it as a central part of their life.

"A core gift is a
statement about
your main calling or
direction in life."

Core

All of our staff have discovered their Core Gift and 60% of people
supported have discovered theirs and we are working to ensure
everyone has their Core Gift by the end of 2019.

Gifts

Our organization now has 2 Master Facilitators who are helping to
lead the way in making gifts central to our work and life here at
Community Living Brant. We attended a week's long training with
Bruce Anderson and 10 other innovative agencies to develop a
Learning Commons with each other that will span over 18 months.
Stay tuned for more exciting Core Gift announcements in 2019 and
2020.

60% of people
supported have
discovered their
core gift

This spring, the Board of Community Living Brant was the first team
to discover their team core gift which is “Our Team Core Gift is
improving lives. We do this through having integrity, being forward
thinking, having fiscal responsibility, and by being engaged and doing
more."

Find out more!
Search for "Community Living Brant Core Gifts" at
www.youtube.com.

What do you think your Core Gift is? If you are interested in
finding out for yourself or a team, contact Sara Collyer or Cristin
Ladner at saracollyer@clbrant.com or cristinladner@clbrant.com

PASSPORT FUNDING
1
2
3

EXPLORE MANY DIFFERENT OPTIONS
Community Involvement
4 Respite

Membership fees for groups such as the photography club,
Glenhyrst Art Gallery, fitness.

Employment

Supports with resume writing, WSIB classes, Safe Food
Handling Course, Smart Serve, job coaching.

1:1 in-home respite, purchase of service for shared overnight or
day supports.
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Core Gift Interviews

Find out what your core gift is with a Core Gift Interview.

Passions/Interests/Gifts

Archery, music lessons, dance classes, art classes, concerts
and sporting events, theatre shows, cooking classes.

...AND MUCH MORE!

Community Living Brant is happy to answer your questions about Passport Funding. We can
help you to make a plan with your funding that taps into your passions, interests and gifts.
If you want to explore any ideas or have any questions, please contact:
Katie Gard, Supervisor
kaitlynngard@clbrant.com or (519) 756-2662 ext. 225
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TRAINING ON
CREATING TRUST
AND RELATIONSHIPS
Community Living Brant hosted a series of
workshops for staff in our agency and
surrounding community agencies during the
month of April to build on our knowledge and
understanding of supporting people who
experience difficult emotions or have
experienced trauma in their lives.
Our guests were Dr. Pat Frawley and
Brandon Pedigo who spoke about the
transformative power of relationships helping us, as support staff, to have a positive
empathetic, supportive and non-judgemental
relationship with people.
Dr. Al Vecchione taught us about the effects
of early relationships and experiences and
how that impacts people’s lives and
behaviour. We learned body-based and other
treatment strategies to help people recover
from their experiences.
Dave Siever, from Mind Alive Inc., shared
with us information on Audio-Visual
Entrainment and the use of neurotechnology
on helping the brain. This included traumatic
brain injuries, anxiety, sleep disorders and
obsessive compulsive disorder.

2019
Jane’s Walks 2019 was a great second year. Community
Living Brant provided support to a group of local, grassroots
walks that happened across Brantford and the County. This
year the walks were full of delicious food, local art, painted
rocks, and lots and lots of stories and connections.

Dave Siever

Dr. Pat Frawley
Brandon Pedigo

In true Jane Jacobs style, we explored neighbourhoods and
talked about what makes them great and what can make
them better, all while providing a space to share stories and
build relationships.
A new twist this year, we borrowed the portable WIFI from
the Brantford Public Library and we were able to live stream
ghost stories from the Jane’s Walk at Glenhyrst Art Gallery.

Dr. Al Vecchione

We look forward to Jane's Walks 2020 and deepening our
connections on an individual and community level.
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Near and Dear
A successful event
held on May 17,2019

Along with others who care about Brantford’s Downtown, we explored its people, places, organizations, programs and
resources that make it special.
Thanks to the Brantford Public Library, we were able to host the event at downtown's core. After listening to Joe
Erpenbeck, ABCD Institute faculty member, we began our journey around the area. Along the way, we met many new
people and made many connections. Some students even left some sticky notes with nice messages for those who
need a nice compliment in their day.
Thanks to everyone who participated and helped to organize this amazing event!
Below are some images from the Near and Dear Event.
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I N

L O V I N G

M E M O R Y

GORD AMIRAULT
June 8, 1952 - April 13, 2019
Gord took great pride in having worked at Community Living Brant as our Receptionist for many years.
He was very dedicated to this role.
Gord was a very proud uncle and even prouder great-uncle. Gord was an avid sports fan who especially
liked to watch baseball and hockey. He also loved animals, particularly dogs, and enjoyed listening to
music. During his time at the John Noble Home, he was a well-loved member and would happily greet
staff and visitors daily.

Through LifeShare with Community Living Brant,
you’re giving someone with a developmental
disability a place they can call home where they
are supported, valued, accepted, and can have a
real sense of independence and belonging.
Community Living Brant is looking for more
families and singles to get involved with LifeShare.
LifeShare can look different for different people.
There are a variety of opportunities to:

“Inviting, someone into your
family, it’s like a heart ministry
or a heart project or heart family,
whatever you want to call it.
It’s heart first, home second.”

- share your home with someone, as well as
- opportunities to be a roommate with someone
who already has their own home.
Are you looking or do you know someone who is
looking for a roommate or an opportunity to share
their home?
For further information, please visit
www.clbrant.com and contact Laurie Smith,
Supervisor, at (519) 753-6303 Ext. 417 or
lauriesmith@clbrant.com.

- Kathy Deane

Find us on social media!
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S A V E

T H E

D A T E !

AUGUST 15, 2019

NOVEMBER 30, 2019

The 32nd Annual Circle of Friends
Golf Tournament will be held at the
North Ridge Golf Course.

The 10th Annual IPC "The Davies
Moffat Team" Charity Bonspiel will be
held at the Brant Curling Club.

TO REGISTER / SPONSOR / DONATE
Visit clbrant.com or contact Amar Cheema at (519) 756-2662
ext. 213 (amardeepcheema@clbrant.com).

Watch for any updates on clbrant.com.

inspiring
possibilities

366 Dalhousie Street
Brantford ON N3S 3W2
(519) 756-2662
www.clbrant.com

