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IPC “The Davies Moffat Team” 

Charity Bonspiel 

In Support of 

Community Living Brant 

On Saturday, November 19, 2016, the 8th Annual IPC “The Davies 

Moffat Team” Charity Bonspiel was held at the Brant Curling Club in 

support of Community Living Brant.   

 

Utmost appreciation to the volunteer Committee members Mike 

Davies, Don Moffat and Brian Rushton, whose efforts helped raise 

over $8,500 for Community Living Brant’s Literacy Program.   

 

The Literacy Program assists people with a developmental                 

disability to reach their employment and learning goals through 

preparation for a driver’s license, continuing education, safe food 

handling, resume writing, job search, Smart Serve training and more.  

“Literacy for Jobs… Literacy for Life” 

 

Special thanks to TITLE SPONSORS, Investment Planning Counsel 

“The Davies Moffat Team”, and MAJOR CORPORATE SPONSOR, 

Hoyes-Michalos & Associates Inc.  

 

A huge thank you to the curlers and volunteers who came out for a 

day of fun while supporting Community Living Brant, to the Brant 

Curling Club for donating ice time, and to all those who                      

contributed to the silent auction and prize table.   

 

Looking forward to seeing you all again next year! 
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Since 1952, Community Living Brant        

has actively encouraged, and benefited 

from the input of family members, self            

advocates, volunteers, staff, community 

organizations and businesses. 

 

An individual membership is $15 for a 

year and the benefits are as follows: 

 You will be part of an organization 

that believes in working together with 

people with a developmental            

disability to improve their quality of 

life; 

 You will support the work of the          

organization through your                       

membership fees and donations, 

helping us to open doors for people 

with a developmental disability; 

 You will add your name to those        

advocating for the rights of people 

with a developmental disability; 

 You will have the opportunity to         

become actively involved as a          

member of the Board of Directors 

and committees; 

 You will have the opportunity to vote 

at our Annual General Meeting. 

 You will receive our newsletter 

“Images”, which outlines our               

involvement in and contributions to 

our community. 

 

Help our membership grow and                

remember Community Living means      

citizenship, inclusion, belonging and            

opportunities for all people! For more     

details, or to secure your membership 

call: 519-756-2662, ext. 210 or go online 

to http://www.clbrant.com/

membership.php 

MEMBERSHIPS MAKE A DIFFERENCE… JOIN US! 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2016/2017 

(As of June 16, 2016) 

 

 

OFFICERS: 

Martha Hillier, President 

Marylou Chatland, Past-President 

John Farley, Vice-President 

Greg Hall, Treasurer 

Pat Barter, Secretary 
 

 

DIRECTORS: 

Cate Breaugh, Director 

Bruce Jones, Self-Advocate Director 

Rachel Kelly, Director 

Gary Kusch, Self-Advocate Director 

Debi Pickering, Director 

Philip Scott, Director 

Claire Speirs, Director 

 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Community Living Brant is committed to 

providing supports and services to meet 

the diverse developmental needs of      

people within the community. 

 

  
VISION STATEMENT 

Community Living Brant envisions a   

welcoming, inclusive community where 

all are encouraged to reach their full        

potential. 
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A PLACE TO CALL “HOME” 
In 2016, we were thrilled to create a partnership with the City of Brantford that we                    

developed as a result of our M.C.S.S. Housing Task Force Initiative. 

 

In conjunction with the City of Brantford Housing and the Social Infrastructure Fund (SIF), a 

housing allowance is being provided to up to 14 people who experience a developmental 

disability who receive support from Community Living Brant. As a result, people have been 

able to meet their goal of a home of their own. These are some of the stories that people 

and their families shared with us... 

“Our son lived with us all his life. It made him feel like he was a child, not ready or able to leave us, 

his parents. Just because he lives with disability does not mean that he has to miss out on good 

things in life. He now lives on his own and is very proud of that. He told me the other day that he             

finally feels that he is an adult; rent subsidy gives him some breathing room to be able to afford 

things that many of us take for granted. I am very grateful that our son had this opportunity to move 

out on his own. “ 

 

“I used to live with my parents and dreamt for a long time about living on my own. My checklist of 

things that I wanted for my new place was a long one. It took me a while to find exactly what I  

wanted, but I could not move as I could not pay the rent. Just when I was ready to give up my 

dream, I heard about the opportunity to have my rent subsidized.  I was able to get an apartment 

with a yard in the area I wanted to live in. It is very close to my work and not too far from my parents. 

I have my own privacy now.  I can do what I want - play music, decorate my way and have friends 

over to visit whenever I want.”   

 

“I love my new apartment and would not have been able to afford to move without the subsidy from 

Brant Housing. I am looking forward to learning more about cooking, budgeting and grocery             

shopping so that I can prove to everyone that I  can do that on my own. My mom worries a lot about 

me- by living on my own I can help mom see that I can take care of myself when she is no longer 

around. Now with having my own apartment and proving that I can live independently, I have no 

fear of having to move out of my community that I love. “ 

 

“My parents are elderly. I lived with them all my life until a few months ago. I wanted to move out for 

a long time, but I was not able to afford it. With the help from the City I was able to move to my first 

apartment - My parents said NO to a few apartments that I liked because they did not like the area. 

I then decided to move to a place not too far from them- they could not say no to that – it is close 

enough to mom and dad that I can see them when I want, but far enough to have my  freedom to 

have friends over, have a party, spend a day in my pyjamas if I wanted. Thank you!” 

 

“I did not like living in with a group of people. I had my bedroom, but I had to share the rest of the 

space with a few other people. It just did not feel like home. I moved to my new apartment a few 

months ago. I am very happy and I have all the space I need. I turned one of the rooms into an           

office space  where I keep all my important documents related to my business. I now have all I 

need to grow my business. Life is good! I have my apartment, I love what I do and I am now making 

money!” 



SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT 
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 This is my dream Job! 

My name is Yvonne and I am working at my dream job - working at 

the Urban Hound Dog Wellness Spa. The people I work with are 

very nice. Jesce (owner) has shown me how to bathe small dogs 

and I assist with keeping the salon clean. This has been my dream 

job for a very long time because I love animals, especially dogs. I 

hope I am working there for the rest of my life.  

 Banner Year 

After Katarina obtained her high school diploma she was on the 

hunt for a job.  She never missed meetings, had more interviews 

than she could count, but she didn’t give up. In October  she land-

ed a great job at Little Caesars. It’s just a matter of time until she is 

making those tasty pizzas. If you see her shaking that sign, give her 

a honk to say Hi!!  Congratulations Katarina - you will be dancing all 

the way to the bank. 

 

Employee of the Month 

Tim had only been working at Princess Auto for 4 months when he          

received the honuor of being named August’s Employee of the 

Month. Tim started working 2 days a week helping get all the      

merchandise out to the floor. He is now happy to have 3 days a 

week and has been learning to use the tow motor. Watch out for 

toes and keep up the outstanding work Tim!!! 

 
15 Wonderful Years 

John just received his 15 year pin from Sobey’s in Paris. He still loves 

working there just as much as the day he started. John feels like he has 

met so many people because of his job and gets recognized                

everywhere he goes, even on a boardwalk in Atlantic City. He has           

always enjoyed helping the seniors with their groceries and cheering 

up any of the unhappy kids that come to Sobey’s.  John was proud to 

receive Employee of the Week in 2015.  Congratulations John! 



SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT 
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 Achieving My Employment Dreams 

I have always wanted to work for Parks and Recreation. For years it was a 

dream of mine to work outdoors, help clean up the city, and maintain 

the parks. Now, this is exactly what I am doing. This summer I worked at 

the Arnold Anderson Stadium where I was responsible for maintaining the 

field, the diamond, cleaning up the morning after the games and 

changing the garbages. I was also invited out for beers with the other 

employees. I have been working hard for many years but I am really            

excited about this job because I have always wanted to work for the 

City. My Boss was really happy with my work and I am really hopeful they 

will hire me again next summer. 

From working really hard this summer I was able to purchase a brand new “leather reclining 

sofa”. I enjoy relaxing on my couch in the evenings with my newly adopted dog Lacey.  

One of my neighbors in the building noticed how much Lacey loves me and asked me if I 

would be interested in adopting her as she already had a dog 

and didn’t want two dogs…I help out my neighbor by taking 

care of her dog as well when she isn’t well enough to take him 

for walks. She was very happy that I adopted Lacey from her so 

she can still see her and the two dogs can still see each other.  I 

love having a dog she keeps me company and loves me very 

much!!!  ~Bob 

 

 Sign Shaker!  

Brent worked hard all summer cutting grass and then got a job at          

Little Caesars Pizza, as a sign shaker. For several days a week, you 

will see Brent dancing and shaking his sign to promote business.  

 

Brent has saved up his money and recently purchased a Wii U.  

If you’re driving down King George Road and you see Brent, honk 

your horn. 
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I used to go to the Dunn to work for many years on jobs like the  

windows and the Slater Steel contract.  Now, the Dunn building 

has changed and I go two days a week to learn skills and             

become knowledgeable about my community.  Through                

discovering my community, the staff and I found out about a 

lawn bowling group at the Beckett Adult Leisure Centre.  I am 

very good at 5 pin bowling and thought that this would be fun to 

try.  The group of people I met were very fun, welcoming, and 

honest.  They taught me the ropes for lawn bowling and invited 

me to come for lunch before the bowling began the following 

week. After my first visit I knew this was the place for me to be.  I became a member of the 

Beckett Adult Leisure Centre the very next week.  It feels good to make new friendships with 

my lawn bowling members.  Those whose team I am on that week are happy I am there, 

but my opponents may think otherwise. ~John 

Recently I started going to St Mary’s Parish. I have always 

been a spiritual person and really missed my connection after 

I graduated from the Catholic school system. After my first visit 

to St. Mary’s, I knew this was the church for me. Father Lukasz 

asked me if I wanted to become a member and I accepted.  

I have also started volunteering with the cleaning crew once 

a week. I take great pride in this job and one of the things 

that are important to me is to make sure all the hymnals and 

Bibles are organized and the pews are clean.  When I met with Marian, she mentioned that 

if I enjoy the cleaning I could look into working at the St. Vincent de Paul store in the  future 

as well.  I am looking forward to participating in all the Christmas events planned at my new 

church and with the community.  ~William 

 I have always had an interest in the military and have always           

wanted to be a soldier.  I got connected to the Royal Canadian       

Legion Branch 90 in Brantford. I learned that they participate in the 

poppy drive collecting money to support the legions in honour of 

veterans and active duty soldiers in Brantford. I was asked if I would 

want to be a poppy volunteer and was very excited to participate. 

Towards the end of my role, I was invited to attend both the              

remembrance ceremony, as well as join them at the legion for 

lunch and a party afterwards. Afterwards, I spoke with a              

member and found out that I could join the legion as a              

member. During this poppy drive, I raised over $3,000 for the            

legion!  I will continue my connections with the military by taking 

a military class through the Great War Centenary Association, as 

well as being a member of Branch 90.  ~Sarah 

COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS 



  

On Sunday, October 2, 2016, we participated in TD Tree Days.  The 

morning started off with pouring rain and we were unsure if the tree 

planting would still be taking place. As we showed up at the              

planting site, the rain stopped. We trekked about a kilometre to 

where the trees were being planted.  Once we arrived in the 

planting area there were about thirty volunteers which included 

people from TD Bank, the Grand River Conservation Authority 

and the City of Brantford Parks and Rec as well as many others.  

We were immediately welcomed and given a tree planting          

lesson. Overall a hundred and eighty trees were planted.   

~ Gary Cutler, Josh Curley  and Shane Ellins 

 My volunteer position with Park Road Veterinary Clinic 

A little while ago, I was out in the community looking for                    

opportunities to get connected.  I came across a veterinary clinic, 

which was close by my house. I met with Deanna, one of the            

nurses, who said they take volunteers to help with the rescue           

animals.  I have been going to the vet for a couple of months to 

spend time with a few kittens that are waiting to be adopted by a 

nice family.  In my time there, I have been cleaning their cage,    

petting and loving the kittens.  I am hoping this can to turn into an                    

employment opportunity soon.  ~Jason 

COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS 

 I am very passionate about hockey. The Pittsburgh Penguins is my team 

and I have followed them forever. I recently started volunteering with 

the Brantford 99’ers. They are Brantford’s AAA team and they travel 

around Ontario playing other cities. My position with the team is to 

make sure the players are warmed up, have their equipment and are 

pumped up and ready to play hard. I keep the water bottles filled 

throughout the games and practices so that the players stay hydrated. 

I have my own stall in the player’s dressing room.  My jersey is #87, 

which also happens to be Sydney Crosby’s number!!!  ~Chris 
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INSPIRING POSSIBILITIES  
ESTATE PLANNING GUIDE 
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Community Living Ontario 

Launches Inspiring Possibilities 

Estate Planning Guide 

 

Free digital resource geared to 

families, people who have a    

disability. 

 

People who have a disability 

and their families now have an 

online, comprehensive toolkit 

available to them as they      

consider their financial             

objectives and obligations.  

 

Community Living Ontario 

launched the Inspiring                  

Possibilities Estate Planning 

Guide: A Tax, Benefits, Trusts, 

and Wills Toolkit for Ontarians 

with Disabilities. 

 

Written by legal, tax and        

accounting professionals who 

specialize in supporting people 

who have a disability and their 

loved ones, the 112-page,     

seven-chapter digital book    

provides pertinent information 

on various topics including Will and Trust planning, consent, capacity and legal           

decision-making, the Ontario Disability Support Program, the Disability Tax Credit and 

the Registered Disability Savings Plan. 
 

 

People who want to know their options and when to seek out professional support 

can visit www.PlanInspiringPossibilities.ca to download a free copy of the guide. 

 

http://eblast.gotenzing.com/t/r-l-ydzoiy-ijihjdluhk-o/


PARTNERS FOR PLANNING 
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Partners for Planning Resource Network - a FREE innovative online resource that  

assists families in creating a good life and secure future for their loved one. The          

Resource Network makes the planning  process easier by offering immediate           

access to critical information and advice from professionals and experts.  

 
Features 

 Live Webcasts 

 Access to informative and inspiring documentaries 

 A comprehensive learning center filled with interactive, video-based learning 

modules featuring key planning tools and strategies for families 

 An online directory of lawyers, financial planners, facilitators and accountants 

who specialize in disability issues 

 

http://hub.partnersforplanning.ca 



Program Highlights 

 
Digging in the Garden at the Ontario Early Years Centre at Bell Lane Summer 2016 
In the summer the garden continued to grow and flourish at the Ontario Early 

Years Centre: Brant.  The children got to take home and enjoy tomatoes, onions, 

lettuce, radish, carrots and beans.  A big thank-you to the team of volunteers from 

Community Living Brant: Brandon Dixon, Gary Cutler and William Samwell who 

helped us create our community garden in our playground for the children and  

families at 30 Bell Lane. 

 

5th Annual Touch a Truck Event 

September 24, 2016 
The Ontario Early Years Centre: 

Brant hosted its 5th Annual 

Touch a Truck event at the 

Green Lane Sports Complex in 

Paris on Saturday, September 

24th from 10 am to 12 pm. This 

free and fun event drew over 

800 people.  A wide range of 

vehicles from Brant County 

were available for the children 

to explore and play on. 

 

A special thank-you to Wayne, a volunteer who brought his accessible vehicle. He showed the children how it 

works making it a fun experience for all. 

 

Community Outreach at the Holy Trinity Church in St George 

September 2016 
The Ontario Early Years Centre: Brant provided a community outreach drop-in program in St. George for chil-

dren ages infants to age 6 years . The children participated in interactive play and learned activities with their 

parents and caregivers. 

 

The children also enjoyed reading their favourite story books with their parents/caregivers  as well as singing 

songs and rhymes.  

 

Thank-you to the Holy Trinity Church for providing a welcoming environment for the 

parents and caregivers to come and play and learn with their children.  

 

SAVE the DATE …Working Together Symposium 2017 

An Educational Symposium for Parents, Guardians, Educators, Students and Service 

Providers of Children and Youth who have a developmental disability. 

 

Saturday, February 4, 2017 from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

Assumption College, 257 Shellard Lane, Brantford, ON 

$15 – parents, students and guardians  

$25 – educators and service providers   

Continental breakfast and hot catered lunch included 

 

For more information on the Working Together Symposium, call the Ontario Early Years Centre: Brant at  

519-759-3833 ext.107 or visit our website at www.eycbrant.ca/oeyc  

ONTARIO EARLY YEARS CENTRE:  BRANT 
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http://www.eycbrant.ca/oeyc
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ONTARIO HELPING PROTECT PEOPLE 

WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

Province Launches Service for Reporting Abuse and Neglect 

November 16, 2016 9:00 A.M. 

  

The Government of Ontario is expanding ReportON, a new service for reporting suspected 

or witnessed abuse of adults with developmental disabilities. 

 

The 24/7 phone line and email service is the latest step taken by the Ministry of Community 

and Social Services to further improve the safety of adults with developmental disabilities. 

 

Abuse is often hard to identify. Examples can include being denied basic necessities such 

as food, shelter, clothing or medicine.  Even if you are unsure, but suspect abuse or neglect 

of an adult with a developmental disability, you should contact ReportON. Each call will be 

investigated and the appropriate action will be taken. People can access ReportON by 

calling 1-800-575-2222 or emailing reportONdisability@ontario.ca. For text telephone (TTY): 

416-916-0549 or Toll Free 1-844-309-1025. 

 

Investing in more services for individuals with developmental disabilities is part of our plan to 

create jobs, grow our economy and help people in their everyday lives.  

  
QUOTES 

" We are constantly working, and will continue to work, at improving the safety and security 

of individuals with developmental disabilities in Ontario. Abuse and neglect can take many 

forms and its up to all of us to stop it from occurring. ReportON is an important new                 

measure to further improve the safety of adults with developmental disabilities."  

- Dr. Helena Jaczek, Minister of Community and Social Services 

  
QUICK FACTS 

 About 70,000 adults have developmental disabilities in Ontario. About 18,000 adults          

receive residential supports funded by Ontario. 

 

 Agencies providing provincially funded developmental services must comply with 351 

quality assurance measures in provincial regulations and policy directives including health 

and safety and abuse prevention and reporting. 

 

 ReportON is not an emergency crisis service. If you suspect an adult with a                           

developmental disability is being physically or sexually abused, call 9-1-1 for emergency     

services. 

  
LEARN MORE 

See: http://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/en/mcss/programs/developmental/reportON/index.aspx 

 

mailto:reporONdisability@ontario.ca


Robin Parsons 
11/12/1944 - 07/28/2016 

Gary Holder 
07/26/1943  - 06/05/2016 

In Loving Memory 

FINDING A BETTER WAY 

A BASIC INCOME PILOT 

PG 12 
Supporting people with Developmental Disabilities since 1952 

The Province of Ontario is seeking the public’s input on the design of a Basic Income Pilot that could 

impact thousands of people who have an intellectual disability if it was to be eventually                               

implemented across the province.   The Pilot aims to test whether a basic income is a more effective 

way of lifting people out of poverty and improving health, housing and employment outcomes.  The 

government wants input on who should be eligible, where should the Pilot take place, what the 

basic income level should be and how best to evaluate it. 

 

To read the recently released discussion paper “Finding a Better Way: A Basic Income Pilot”,                

authored by The Honourable Hugh Segal, here is the link: https://www.ontario.ca/page/finding-

better-way-basic-income-pilot-project-ontario 

 

Among the recommendations outlined in the report, Segal suggests a basic income of $1,320 per 

month for a single person who currently receives social assistance, with an additional $500 per 

month for a person who has a disability. 

 

In a statement, Minister of Community and Social Services, Dr. Helena Jaczek, said,  “We are always 

looking for innovative, evidence-based solutions that can help us end poverty and improve public 

services to make them simpler, more efficient and more effective for the people who need them 

the most.  This Pilot is an opportunity to test that approach, and we look forward to hearing as many 

views as possible, including from people with lived experience, community partners and experts, to 

ensure we get it right.”    

 

People can complete the online survey prior to January 31, 2017 at  https://www.ontario.ca/form/

basic-income-pilot-public-survey?_ga=1.172050851.1443231836.1458336547 

 

The government is expected to prepare a final report and introduce a plan for the Pilot by April of 

2017. 

Mary Lynn Shrum 
02/28/1956  - 11/29/2016 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/finding-better-way-basic-income-pilot-project-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/finding-better-way-basic-income-pilot-project-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/form/basic-income-pilot-public-survey?_ga=1.172050851.1443231836.1458336547
https://www.ontario.ca/form/basic-income-pilot-public-survey?_ga=1.172050851.1443231836.1458336547


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
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Michelle is moving on up…. 

My first car was a 2001 Nissan Sentra which I had for 7 

years. The poor thing was getting old and rusty and it 

was time for her to retire. I didn’t think anything could 

replace her but then the bank called saying I was 

approved for a loan and I broke out into my happy 

dance.  I called Chris my mechanic as he said he 

could find me a car and did. In April, I purchased a 

2009 grey Nissan          Versa. Now no one can re-

place her, well at least not for another 7 years.  

~Michelle Horsley 

Dave has been an employee for the             

Garden Avenue Tim Hortons for the past 8 

years. A new incentive program has been 

added and Dave was awarded Employee 

of the Month for February. Dave continues 

to be an excellent team member. 

Amber turned her can’ts into cans, and 

her dreams into plans!  

   In late June, Amber accomplished what 

most youth strive to do in their four years at 

high school to graduate and move          

forward! After a lot of hard work and             

dedication to her studies, she did it!  

Congratulations Amber on all your hard 

work, we are so proud! And good luck at 

Mohawk College this fall.  

My name is Diana. 

 

In 2015 , I started        

writing my book.  

Someone told me 

about an online forum 

that I could get on my 

iPad or computer 

called “Wattpad”. 

I currently have 570 

people reading my 

book. There are 37 

people who have     

voted for my book and 24 people have added it to 

their library. I continue to add to my book weekly. If 

you would like to read it , it can be found on 

Wattpad, either online or through the mobile app. 

The name of my book is called BRAND NEW DAY.    



ACCOMPLISHMENTS CONT’D 
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Hi my name is Matt. Alot has been going on in my life lately.  I work 

full time at G4S as a security guard. Recently, I went to get my Full 

G license, and passed.  This allows me the freedom to drive on the 

highway, drive day or night to see my friends and fiancé and to 

get to work independently.   
 

For a long time I have been interested in guns, I love airsoft, and 

have played in some milsim games.  So I decided to take a FAC 

(Firearms Acquisition Certificate) course. It is made up of 2               

separate courses. - The FAC course, and then the second part is for 

a hunting license.  I have passed both courses and I have got my non-restrictive license.  Just one 

more step towards my goals. Eventually, I would like to get my restricted fire 

arms license.  With this, if I wanted I could apply for a job as a security guard 

who carries a weapon. I also went to Urban Tactical and shot some guns. 
 

I recently got a ring for my girlfriend and proposed to her, she said “yes”.  We 

have set a wedding date for August 19, 2017.  Life is good!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Jennifer, and for years I 

have worked as a dishwasher at 

many restaurants. I have always 

wanted full time hours, but the 

hours were never available. I 

worked really hard this year and 

finally I found something great - I 

now work at Kelsey’s! I wash dishes, 

clean and I help out with food prep 

in the kitchen. My manager is really  

helpful and I feel like I am a part of 

the team.  It feels good knowing 

that hard work really does pay off! 

 

My Name is Kirk and I am 36 years old.  I am so happy 

to say that at the beginning of July, I was finally able to 

move into my own apartment. Once I got all settled in, I 

was able to have an apartment warming party to            

celebrate and show off my new digs. Family and friends 

came to help me celebrate!  

  

Congratulations to  

Rebecca and Michael  

Culverhouse, who were 

married on June 18th, 2016.  

 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS CONT’D 
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 We (Ken and David) went to visit the Shed and 

Fly Reptile Paradise, which is owned and op-

erated by Hope and Josh Becker.  Their   par-

adise is in their home but they hope to have 

a store downtown soon.  They taught us 

about turtles, lizards, geckos, frogs, snakes, 

and rats.  We even got to hold many of 

them.  Hope and Josh are very                        

knowledgeable about the reptiles and 

shared a lot of information with us.  They 

breed some reptiles for selling but they also 

are a rescue for people who cannot keep 

their pets anymore.  It was very hot and humid in the showroom because 

the reptiles like the heat so we needed to go outside for a fresh air break once in a while.  David 

said it was pretty awesome to see and hold all these wild reptiles.  He thought the snake was pretty 

cool.   Ken said that he can’t  believe he  actually held a rat.  Both of us are going to stay                    

connected with Hope and Josh,  as they work towards opening their new shop.  

This has been a great year for me so far! I moved to my new 

apartment in the summer and once there, I felt that I was 

where I needed to be, I was able to focus on expanding my 

business. Heavy Metal is what my business is called. I have my        

office in my apartment where I keep all my customer contacts, 

orders, information and important paperwork. I also have 

a trailer that is hooked to the van. The list of my customers 

grows every week to the point where there are times when I 

feel I need some extra help - that is when I call my friends to 

come and help.  ~ Submitted by Brandon 

 

Brandon (left) with friend Marty 

Ken 

 

David 

 

Pictured in front: Joe Hibbert, and in the back row left to right:            

Jason Richardson, long standing Committee Member, Janet 

Reansbury, Executive Director, and Debbie Cavers, Senior        

Director and Management Liaison to the Rights Committee.  
 

When Joe Hibbert was asked if he would like to be an inaugural 

member of the newly forming Rights Committee, he replied            

without hesitation, "Yes, I would like to do that!” Nineteen years   

later, Joe said goodbye and reminisced about the many positive 

changes in people’s lives that he has seen and he hopes that the 

Rights Committee had a role in that. Joe also commented on 

staff’s dedication in their service to people and asked us all to           

remember, “It’s not what we say, but what we do that matters”. 

         Thank you, Joe! 

 



The Main Event 

On September 24, we (David, Sarah, Jason and Brandon) went to                 

Mississauga to watch a wrestling show at the Battle Arts                      

Academy. When we first arrived we got to meet the Big Kahuna and 

talk to him about wrestling. He explained that he does it for fun but 

has a job outside of wrestling. He also talked about how they                   

practice to make it look real but they never hurt each                          

other.  Some of our favourite        

wrestlers were the Big Kahuna, 

Randy Bynoe, The British Brawler, 

and Science. Sarah`s favourite 

part was when a wrestler was 

thrown over the ropes and almost 

fell onto her lap. Brandon thought 

it was funny when one of the wrestler`s wraps was thrown his 

way during a match and Jason said he enjoyed it so much that 

he would love to go again. After the show we got to meet and 

take pictures with the wrestlers. It was a really exciting night and 

we had so much fun! 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CONT 

Jason and the Big Kahuna  

Brandon, Sarah and David with  

The British Brawler 
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HOBBIES AND PASSIONS 

John has gone back to horse back riding lessons after having a break for a 

few months.  With the help of his instructor Julie, John started out his first 

session with picking a horse that he would like to groom, pet and feed and 

after only a few weeks he was ready to ride.  

 

John has enjoyed riding two horses, Tristan and Ceasar, and is currently 

learning how to use the reins to let the horse know where he would like to 

go. 

One day while reading the newspaper with staff I found out that Random Act 

of Kindness Day was on Nov 4, 2016 and I wanted to do something to give 

back to my community. I heard, in the news, about what other people were 

doing for RAK Day and I decided I wanted to bake cookies and take them to 

the fire department on Clarence Street. 

 

They really enjoyed me bringing in homemade cookies and invited me in to 

see the new truck they had just gotten. 

~Stephen 



HOBBIES AND PASSIONS CONT 
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The Rotary Charity Air Show was 

held on August 31. Mario eagerly 

signed up this year to volunteer 

his time. Mario had the 

opportunity to meet and greet 

and welcome community 

members to this large annual 

event. He hopes to volunteer 

again next year. 

On Saturday, September 24 , 

Wayne participated in the 

OEYC: Brant, Touch a Truck 

Event. This was Wayne’s 5th year 

attending the event. Wayne 

interacts with the children in 

attendance by doing live 

demonstrations on how the lift 

works on the wheelchair van. 

On Sunday, September 25, Paul 

took part in the Friends for Life 

Walk.  Paul was excited to be able 

to collect pledges and donations in 

efforts to help the Ontario SPCA 

and its affiliates to raise funds and 

awareness for the protection and 

care of all animals in Ontario. This 

event was an opportunity for Paul 

to help thousands of animals at the 

Ontario SPCA and Humane 

Society, who are waiting to find 

their own friend for life. Paul would 

like to thank all those that made a 

donation to this wonderful cause. 

Over the last few years, Wayne has 

volunteered his time shelling out 

Halloween candy to all the little 

ghosts and goblins. Some of the 

tenants collectively donate candy, 

where Wayne eagerly sits in the 

lobby Halloween night,   greeting 

all of the little trick or treaters. 

I had the opportunity to learn 

about the art of making wine. I 

met Micky at Wine Kitz and she 

helped me learn the process 

from start to finish. She taught 

me how to pour the juice, 

clean the bottles, how to fill 

them with wine, how to cork 

and then packaging what I 

made. My favorite part of the 

process was the taste test and 

the corking. I am hoping I can 

get involved in making wine 

with my Uncle Rob and             

Chantelle. I was also offered 

the opportunity to make beer 

with my brother. ~Sarah  

There’s nothing better to do on 

a Saturday afternoon but to 

“cheer on Canada’s team”. 



VACATIONS 
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Christopher enjoyed a wonderful trip to Newfoundland this past 

summer. In his 78 years, he had never visited any of the Maritime 

provinces.  He engaged the services of Travel Partners. A group of 

7 vacationers, from southwestern Ontario enjoyed staying at the 

Brown Rabbit Cabins, near St. John’s.  From there, they enjoyed 

trips to tourist attractions, while maintaining a relaxing pace.                

This suited Chris just fine! 

In October I went on a Caribbean Cruise to San Juan, Puerto Rico, and St. 

Maarten. One of the highlights of my trip was spending the day at a Spa; I 

especially enjoyed the  massage. After a busy day of taking in the sights I 

enjoyed playing dominoes on the deck of the cruise ship and                  

watching the live entertainment.  Each stop had great food to eat, lots of 

sunshine, beautiful views and of course the locals were so friendly! 

~Mickel 

 

John had an enjoyable summer! It began in 

June when he took a limo with his friends 

and family to the Cambridge Mill to           

celebrate his 67th birthday. In  August, he 

booked a cottage in Brydon’s Bay, where 

he enjoyed a peaceful week long retreat 

filled with sightseeing, fishing, music and 

some good eats! 

 

Alec went on a summer vacation to a Normandale cottage 

this summer and had great time. 

The weather was very hot so he spent some time at the beach 

relaxing and then out to the Erie Beach Hotel for supper . 

Sitting by the water and hearing the waves splash on the rocks 

at night was one of the highlight of his vacation. 

I got to visit my friends in New Brunswick and we even 

travelled to PEI to an amusement park and stayed in a 

hotel overnight!  It was fun staying with my friends        

Peggy, Brittney and Billy. We did something everyday 

and I got to visit people I met on my first trip. I went on 

a ferry and toured Minister’s Island. It was cool being 

on the ferry and crossing the ocean while the tide was 

out. ~Debbie 



29th ANNUAL CIRCLE OF FRIENDS GOLF TOURNAMENT WAS A “HOLE IN ONE”  

FOR YOUNG ADULTS IN TRANSITION. 

COMMUNITY LIVING BRANT’S FLAG RAISING CELEBRATES COMMUNITY LIVING MONTH 

Community Living Brant and 

Community Living Six Nations 

“Ronatahskats” joined Mayor 

Chris Friel on Monday, May 9th at 

City Hall.  After raising the flag 

Mayor Friel read a proclamation 

declaring the City of Brantford 

recognizes that the month of May 

as Community Living Month. 
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On Thursday, August 18, at 

the Northridge Golf Course, 

108 golfers participated in 

Community Living Brant’s  

Annual Circle of Friends Golf 

Tournament, now in its 29th 

year. It was a wonderful day 

of golf. 

 

Over the past 29 years,          

golfers in this Tournament 

have helped generate over 

$500,000, which has been 

directed to supporting 

young adults with a                    

developmental disability as 

they transition from secondary school to independent community life. This program has helped 

people get their driver’s license, start their own business, continue their education, develop            

relationships, explore their future and more! Your dollars truly make a difference…thank you! 

EVENT UPDATES 

On October 14th R.E.A.C.H Out attended the Speak Out 

Conference in Port Elgin.  They went there to present The "R" 

Word to other Self-Advocates.  The workshop was well received 

and a great success! While attending the conference R.E.A.C.H 

Out met with David Hingsburger . They talked about his 

presentation "I matter". The weekend was a success and the 

group is looking forward to making this an annual event. 



Images Images 

Community Living Brant would like to send you 
and your family the warmest Christmas Wishes 

and wishes for a Wonderful New Year!!! 
 
 

Head Office will be closed:  
Friday, December 23, 2016, Monday, December 26,                                                       

Tuesday, December 27 (Boxing Day), Monday, January 2, 2017 (New Year’s Day) 

 
Dunn Enterprises will be closed:   

Monday, December 26, Tuesday, December 27 (Boxing Day),                                              
Monday, January 2, 2017 (New Year’s Day) 

 
Ontario Early Years Centre: Brant will be closed:  

Saturday, December 24, 2016 to Monday, January 2, 2017 inclusive.  
and will re-open Tuesday, January 3, 2017. 


